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Handwriting

• Mark making

• Letter formation

• Letter joining



Spelling and grammar

• Letter patterns / sounds

• Punctuation

• Sentence structure



Composition

• Genres / purposes of writing

• Creative thinking / generation of 
ideas

• Grouping of ideas

• Editing and improving



Writing in the Early Years 

Imitation Copying Letter strings

Phonetics Conventional



What has been written?

My nice dress
I love school. 

School is great. 

We went to the 
shop.

The horse can run. 



Letter formation



End of EY expectations

1. Read everyday
2. Provide opportunities for writing
3. Positive reinforcement  
4. Ask for support if you are unsure!



Writing for a purpose

Writing at length

Y1 – personal 
experience

Y1 – instructional writing
Y1 – poetry linked to a 

text

Y2 – Story writing

Y2 – Story retell



Vocabulary   Punctuation 
The Lion inside by Jim Field



End of KS1 expectations 

1. Read with/to your child 
everyday

2. Encourage children to 
work with independence

3. Ask question prompts to 
support editing. 

4. Model correct 
handwriting, punctuation, 
pencil grip…



LKS2 Handwriting 

The expectation by the end of LKS2 is for all 
children to be able to use joined up writing. 

the end of LKS2 is for all children 
to be able to use joined up 
writing. 
Example:



LKS2 Spelling and Grammar

• Inverted Commas

• Fronted adverbials

• Expanded noun phrases

• Extended use of commas – lists, fronted 
adverbials

• Extended use of          apostrophes



Fronted Adverbials

In the distance, he could see the train coming. 

As fast as he could, Jack ran home from school.

Completely exhausted, Holly clambered out of the pool.

What could you do? What adverbial could we use in 
relation to time?

He received his award.



Expanded Noun Phrases

The sapphire blue butterfly perched on the leaf.

The delicious sweets were scattered over the 
table.

The castle by the ocean.



LKS2 Composition

• Features of writing from example texts

• Success Criteria including new grammar learning

• Children create own work (cross curricular)

• Edit and improve 

• Self and peer assessments







UKS2 Spelling and Grammar

• Word list

• Everything plus parenthesis, dashes, brackets, 
colons, semi-colons, inverted commas included 
within narrative





Inverted Commas

"I'm pleased to have raised so much money," said Captain 
Tom.

Captain Tom said that he was please to have raised so much 
money.

What could you do? Change this from reported speech to 
direct speech:

Captain Tom said that he wanted to do more laps in the 
garden.

Captain Tom exclaimed, “Let’s go and do some more laps of 
the garden!”

The boy said the 
teacher was silly. 



Parenthesis

Albert the alien (who had no training) was in 
charge of the wrecking ball.

Albert the alien, who was feeling hungry, went 
for his lunch break.

Albert the alien - and he was shocked to discover 
this - had left his packed lunch at home.



UKS2 Composition

• Genres of writing - formal/informal

• Appropriate use of grammar and sentence 
structure

• Use of success criteria

• Continuous editing and redrafting (never the 
whole piece of work)







End of KS2 expectations 



1. Support children to develop a rich 
vocabulary. 

2. Give the children time – build a piece of 
writing over days/weeks.

3. Be creative! Provide opportunities for 
writing for different purposes. 

4. Encourage your child to included the 
grammar and punctuation they have been 
using in class. 




